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Preface

This volume contains the proceedings of the 21st Conference of the IAPPP-Western Wing, Inc., which was held May 22 and 23, 2002 at the Northwoods Resort in the city of Big Bear Lake, California. The title chosen to set the theme of this year’s meeting was the Symposium on Telescope Science and much of the material presented at the meeting was on using your telescope to do scientific investigations.

The purpose behind the IAPPP-Western Wing Conference Series is two fold. First we want to provide a forum for astronomical researchers, of all levels, who are interested in providing and/or using astronomical measurements from electronic instruments to plan, discuss and share their work within the astronomical community. In the development of this program our other goal is education. In tackling these two aims this year we adopted a new approach to the conference. To help the works of the researchers reach the widest audience we have prepared this proceedings of the conference, as well this book provides a resource to those wanting to learn more about specific topics. In this way a record of this work is available to the many interested members of the astronomy community as well as those who regularly attend this conference series. 

The conference series and this proceedings are the result of work by many individuals. The Conference Committee is made up of: 

Lee Snyder, Co-Chairperson

Robert Stephens, Co-Chairperson

Robert Gill

Dave Kenyon

Scott Teare

The editors would like to thank Lee Snyder, Robert Stephens and Robert Gill for their efforts and support in bringing this work to completion. 

Conferences of any size take considerable effort and many dedicated volunteers to keep things running smoothly. We are grateful to the many volunteers who assisted at the conference and made this year’s conference a success. We would also like to express our appreciation to the staff and management of the Northwoods Resort in Big Bear Lake, CA for their efforts at accommodating our group and supporting our activities.

Considerable financial support is need for a meeting of this type and we are very grateful for the generous support of the following organizations and their representatives for their financial contributions to this meeting: Sky Publishing Corporation (Sky & Telescope), Santa Barbara Instruments Group, Apogee Instruments, Inc. and Software Bisque.

The IAPPP-Western Wing is associated with the parent organization, IAPPP, the International Amateur Professional Photometry association in Tennessee founded by Douglas S. Hall and Russell M. Genet. We would like to express our appreciation for the support of the IAPPP and the personal interest that Professor Hall has shown in the success of the IAPPP-Western Wing.

In the proceedings, the papers are organized in the following categories which follows their presentation order:

· Science with Your Telescope

· Instrumentation and Software

· Astronomy I

· Astronomy II

Lastly, we would like to thank the invited speakers and poster session contributors for their interesting presentations and the valuable information they brought to the conference. It is without a doubt the dedicated efforts of these individuals that makes our meetings successful.

Scott W. Teare, New Mexico Tech, Socorro, NM

David A. Kenyon, Sierra College, Rocklin, CA

May 2002
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